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The case of the murder of the President did not 

end after alt with the slaying of his suspected assas-

sin, it beca e. clear-here -yesterday;---  
esident Johnson himself said: "The people )of 

e Nation may be sure that all of the facts wilVbe  

ade public." 
and thorough" investi- 

gation by the Justice Department and its investi- 

gative arm, the FBI. 
A short time earlier the attorney general of 

Texas, Waggoner Carr, announcedher_ehe _will call 
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,,..(on.CTfitrict of inquiry 	̀̀A: fall and complete re- 

to probe all facets of the 	port on the findings will be 

assassination. 	
sent to the Department of 

Justice," he said. 
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He directed a "prompt and 
thorough" investigation by 
the Justice Department and 
its investigative arm, the 
FBI. 

INQUIRY 

A short time earlier thel 
attorney general of Texas,1 
Waggoner Carr, announced 

here he will call a public, 

court of inquiry to probe all 

facets of the assassination. 

It came, too, after Con-
gressman Hale Boggs (Dem-
La.), assistant Democratic 
leader of the House, had ad-
vocated a blue-ribbon con- 

gressional inquiry "far above 
any suggestion of partisan-
ship." 

Texas Attorney General 
Carr,- who delayed his press-
conference announcement a 
half hour while he watched 
the President's funeral on 
television, flew back to Aus-
tin to confer today on the 
exact time and place for the 
Texas court of inquiry. 

SUBSTITUTE 

This court, with power of 
subpoena, will serve as a sub-
stitute_ for a trial that can-
not.be—the trial of Lee Har-
vey Oswald, the assassin 

suspect slain by .Jack Ruby, 
a .Dellas night club operator. 

Can' said he and his staff 
would compose the court, 
working in cooperation with 
"outstanding jurists and law-
yers." 
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SEPARATE 

The Justice Department. 
under Executive orders, ap-
parently will conduct its own, 
separate inquiry, w ith out 
waiting for the Carr - court 

findings. 
Federal officials, it was 

known, were concerned about 
two things: they want the 

nation to know, beyond a 

shadow 'of a doubt. whether 

Oswals was, the assassin, and 

they want to dispose of an 
issue raised in Soviet Uniou 
propaganda—that the Presi-
dent's murder has become an 
anti-Communist weapon. 

Boggs, too, felt it was im-
portant that Congress estab-
lish*the full facts so that no 
doubts may linger in Ameri-
can minds. 

D.A. 

All these plans seem to is-
sue from the announcement 
of Dallas District Attorney 
UttHenry Wade that Oswald's 
death closed the case of the 
assassination and no more 
facts need be released. 

Was Oswald, in fact, the 
killer of the President? 
What is the known evidence? 

Wade, in a reversa-lof-  his 
own stand, revealed that he 
said were the facts gathered 
by Dallas police. These were: 

• That Oswald's finger-
prints (not, as he first said, 
palm prints) were found on 
the murder rifle, an Italian  

carcano 6.5 multnneter-dolt 
action model with a tele-
scopic sight, purchased from 
a mail-order house. 

• That Oswald's p a 1 m 
print was found on a box 
in . the sixth-floor window 
"nest" in the textbook ware-
house from which the fatal 
shot was fired. 

• That paraffin tests indi-
cated he had fired a "gun"— 

pistol or rifle identified. 
(These tests are no admis- 
sible as evidence, but crimi- 

nologists say they can some-
times reveal the type of 

weapon, because pistol pow-1 
der is of a finer grain than 
that of a rifle.) 

• That a map of Dallas 
found in Oswald's room 
traced the projected path of 
the bullet that killed the 
President. 

• That he was an expert 
marksman. (The assassin 

J al this, that would seem to 
i leave no unanswered ques-
tion, no reasonable doubt of 

ilt. 

appointed at his life there. 
In his home, with so much 

other and more direct evi-
dence, was found Communist 
literature that some say 
could indicate a motivation. 
Yet this .,was ambivalent—
literature ..from two peren-
nially feuding American-
Marxist parties—the Commu-
nist party of the United 
States and the Socialist 
Workers Party, the latter a 
splinter group founded by 
disciples of the exiled Bolshe-
vik, Leon Trotsky. 

Whatever he was—Commu-
nist, Trotskyite. an  embit-
tered man living on the 
margin of American society 
—there is no evidence lie 
played an important role in 
leftist groups. 

However, in September he 
crossed the border at Laredo,. 
Tex., drove to Mexico .City„ 
and there sought first a Cu-
ban visa, then a Russian 
visa, for another trip to 

• That photos, also found 
in his room, showed him with 
both a rifle of similar make 
to the murder weapon and a 
pistol of the make that killed 
a policeman; J. D. Tippitt, in 
the hunt for the assassin. 

• That Oswald's Russian-
horn wife admitted he owned 
such a rifle, and such a pis-
tol. 

• That the rifle was or-
dered from Chicago in Os-
wald's hanfiwriting, though 
not under lin name, and sent 
to a postal box rented under 
a name purpprtedly assumed 

by him. 
• That an identification in 

his pocketbook bore the same 
alias as used for the post of-
fice box. 

• That he was an employee 
of ' the textbook repository 
from which the fatal bullet 
was fired. 

• That on the morning of 

.,tiaa-WhIS,1,14;LiRrilt„AlPoiRAMAT,  

to work an oblong package ‘r,  
and when stopped by a p• 

liceman, he said it contained • 
window shades, whereas, po 

lice `siat ile 
fateful rt 	. 

• That he had sent a 
'threatening letter io Texas 
Governor John Connally 
wounded in the same car 
'with the President, and 
vowed he would "employ any 

means" to get even for a 
!grievance. 

• Tnat witnesses saw him 

shoot Officer Tippitt. 
• That witnesses saw him 

on the sixth floor of . the book 
warehouse with the oblong 

package. 
Certainly tell-tale evidence. 

DOUBTS 

A

Yet doubts were inevitable. 
(Oswald stoutly maintained, 
through long hours of grill-
ng, that he had not fired the 

shot that killed the President. 
No one saw him-fire that 

;hot. Witnesses iolaced him 
in the sixth floor of the text-
Nook warehouse that morn-
mg, and on the ground floor 
lot long after the assassina-
ion — but he was an em-

ployee. 
He was, observers, said, a 

"cool character." He exhibit-
ed none of the wild fanatic's 
pride in a warped role of 
savior. 

His lack of the zealot's 
twisted purpose, his bold 

coolness, might be attributed 
to something else—his real 

target was not the President, 
but the Governor of Texas. 
This question, clouded by 

'' , fact that he was a marks- 

lead to be: the distance Was -4 man, will nonetheless re- 

250 feet, the target moving.) 	
main unanswerable now. 

MOVE? 
He may well have carried 

to his grave another riddle—
if, , indeed, he was the assas-
sin, was he alone in his aw-
ful mission, or were there 
accomplices? 

Oswald styled himself a 
Marxist; he had gone to Rus-
sia a few years ago with the 
announced purpose of becom-
ing a Soviet citizen but, re-
jected, had returned with a 
Russian bri d e. He had a 
while back distributed Fair 
Play for Cuba (a Communist 
front) leaflets on a New Or-
leans corner. 

Was he motivated by-.=--  

Castroism? 
All available evidence in 

dicates he was at best a con 
fused traveler on the road o 
Marxist doctrine, that he ha, 

.returned from Russian dis 
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Russia. Disgruntled by the 
delays he encountered at 
both embassies, he came 
back across the border on 
October 3. 

So there remains, if he was  

the assassin, that big queg-
bon: Why? The bullet that 
Jack Ruby sent into Oswala's 
stomach took with it a mys-
tery that may stand forever 
insoluble. 


